A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
and to bring over an ample foreign force. But where the con-
spirators could speak with authority and were absolutely right
was in their affirmation that at the first proof of the invader's
strength the wealthier gentry—of which they were examples-
would desert what was left of kingship. Admiral Herbert almost
certainly took the letter over to Holland. He deserted his post,
and joined the foreign Government at a substantial salary as a
naval commander over the Dutch sailors,
The Trial of the Bishops. The trial of the Seven Bishops
began on June 29 and occupied two days, ending on the 30th.
It was made to turn on the dispensing power of the Crown. The
judges were divided. The jury acquitted, and a popular demon-
stration, spreading to part of the Army, acclaimed the verdict.
The plot had thoroughly succeeded. James had been forced, by
the intentional delay in the protest, and by its premature publica-
tion behind his back, into a position where his wealthy opponents,
now so much stronger than the monarchy, held all the trumps.
Either he must accept the rebellion of the plotters, and thus
admit the last revolutionary doctrine against the Crown, or he
must bring them to trial. Once brought to trial, either acquittal
or condemnation was fatal to him—the former through popular
rejoicing that the enemies of toleration had won, the latter through
popular anger against their failure.
William's Policy. What we have now to follow is the
series of intrigues and treasons which ended with the Dutch
invasion and the capture of the palace by foreign troops.
William of Orange had prepared to interfere at the birth of
the child if it should prove a son, which he expected in July. We
have seen how his plans were broken up by the birth of the
Prince of Wales taking place a month earlier, on June 10. The
letter inviting him to invade in due season, written by the
plotters under their ringleader, Compton, the Bishop of London,
was before him in a week. To bring his foreign army into
England William of Orange (financed by Dutch money to be
repaid with interest out of the pockets of the English taxpayers)
had now to consider the situation on the Continent and to
manoeuvre for success in spite of several conflicting obstacles.
There had already been formed two years before, in 1686, the
League of Augsburg against the great power of Louis XIV of
Frar.ce. It was not a Protestant alliance; it was an anti-French
alliance, actively helped by the Pope, who feared the Gallican
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